ASCENT OF MOUNT TABOR.
Barak ; and as its natural position would always
preserve its consequence, so these walls and
fortifications would be strengthened by each
new possessor.
The Scriptural references to Tabor or Itaby-
rius, may be found at length in Cellarius *; and
it is mentioned in all the pilgrimages to the
Holy Land, as containing one of the sanctuaries
usually visited in these pious journies. But
Josephus furnishes us, in his details of the
Jewish wars, with a remarkable instance of its
having been resorted to as a place of security,
and encompassed with a wall by himself in a
short space of time, to resist the Roman army.
** But now/5 says this historian, after describing
the siege and capture of Gamala, " Vespasian
went about another work independent of the
former, during this siege; and that was to
subdue those that had seized upon Mount
Tabor; a place that lies in the middle between
the great plain and Scythopolis, whose top is
elevated to the height of thirty furlongst, and
* Geographies Antique, lib, iii. c. 13. p. 306. 4to.
f These numbers, in Josephus, of thirty furlongs* ascent to
the top of Mount Tabor, says his commentator Whiston,
whether we estimate it by winding and gradual or by the
perpendicular altitude; and of twenty-six furlongs' circum-
ference upon the top; as also the fifteen furlongs for this
ascent in Polybius; with Geminus's perpendicular altitude of